
Place, Collective Memory and Environment – An
Introduction to a Festschrift in Honor of Maria Lewicka

Adrian Dominik Wojcik a, Sabina Toruńczyk-Ruiz b, Anna Wnuk b, Katarzyna Byrka c

[a] Nicolaus Copernicus University, Toruń, Poland. [b] University of Warsaw, Warsaw, Poland. [c] University of Social

Sciences and Humanities, Wrocław, Poland.

Social Psychological Bulletin, 2019, Vol. 14(2), Article e37842, https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.37842

Published (VoR): 2019-08-16

Corresponding Author: Adrian Dominik Wojcik, Nicolaus Copernicus University, Faculty of Philosophy and Social
Sciences, Fosa Staromiejska 1A, 87-100 Toruń, Poland. E-mail: awojcik@umk.pl

Related: This article is part of the SPB Special Issue "A Festschrift in Honour of Maria Lewicka", Social Psychological
Bulletin 14(2), https://spb.psychopen.eu

This issue of Social Psychological Bulletin (SPB) is dedicated to Professor Maria (Marysia)
Lewicka, in honor of her 70th birthday. Maria is probably best known for her work on
environmental psychology, with a particular focus on place-related collective memory
(Lewicka, 2008) and place attachment (Lewicka, 2005, 2011). But she has also published in
the fields of social cognition (Lewicka, 1988; Lewicka, Czapinski, & Peeters, 1992) and de‐
cision making (Lewicka, 1997). Maria’s considerable research interests also extend to so‐
cial psychology, and she has been an active facilitator and mentor in this field for many
years. In 2008, she was awarded the Jean-Paul Codol Medal for her contribution to the
development of the European Association of Social Psychology. In 2017 she was awarded
for her life-time scientific achievements by the Polish Association of Social Psychology.
As Maria was a founder of SPB (which, at the time, was called Psychologia Spoleczna) and
also its first Editor-in-Chief, we felt it was fitting that her birthday should be celebrated
with a special issue of the journal—so, here it is!

This issue consists of seven papers that were either inspired by, or are closely related
to, Maria’s academic interests. Although the contributions are highly diverse, they re‐
volve around environmental psychology and socio-psychological research on collective
memory.
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A theme that emerged in the three first papers is socio-psychological insights into
collective memory. Bilewicz, Stefaniak, Barth, Witkowska, and Fritsche (2019, this issue)
show that the interest in the in-group history is organized around two basic dimensions
of morality and competence. They also demonstrate that threats to personal control in‐
crease the interest in the in-group behaviors related to the morality dimension.
Winiewski and Bulska (2019, this issue) show how the content of stereotypes regarding
two different out-groups (Germans and Jews) differs depending on the geographical area
of Poland and how it is linked with historical inter-group competition. The paper by
Prusik, Oleksy, Wnuk, and Kula (2019, this issue) analyzes attitudes towards places rela‐
ted to Polish history during the communist era and how these attitudes are predicted by
different forms of place attachment. The authors explore predictors of willingness to pre‐
serve sites that are associated with the communist regime. A common factor in these
three papers is that they exceed a simplistic descriptive approach to collective memory
studies and are theory driven, which is very close to Maria’s working method.

The next two articles focus on issues related to residents’ well-being. The paper by
Manca, Cerina, and Fornara (2019, this issue) explores the role of user-centered design in
predicting well-being and residential satisfaction among older adults. The authors con‐
sider the humanization of the environment as a key factor in fostering elders’ quality of
life. Letki, Toruńczyk-Ruiz, and Kukołowicz (2019, this issue) examine the relation be‐
tween neighborhood disorder and life satisfaction among majority and minority groups
across neighborhoods in 12 Central-Eastern European countries. They consider the role
of ethnic in-group presence in the neighborhood in moderating this effect. Bettencourt,
Dixon, and Castro (2019, this issue) provide a (first) systematic review of the recent em‐
pirical work on the micro-ecology of segregation and intergroup relations. The authors
apply a rigorous procedure to identify the relevant social psychology papers that have
used observation as a data collection method, and they outline the key findings regarding
the type of everyday life spaces in which informal segregation occurs and the social psy‐
chological processes that underlie it.

The last paper in this issue relates to conservation psychology—a subdiscipline that
aims at explaining antecedents and determinants of people’s efforts to conserve nature.
Milfont, Davies, and Wilson (2019, this issue) focus on moral foundations and political
ideology as backgrounds for environmentalism. Specifically, the authors explore the
moderating role of individualizing moral foundations of care— and fairness— in the rela‐
tion between liberal ideology and engagement in different types of conservation behav‐
iors. This contribution to the Festschrift alludes to recent and likely future scientific in‐
terests of Maria on honesty, dishonesty, and conservation behaviors.

This issue would not appear in its current form but for the efforts of a number of peo‐
ple. We are grateful to Michał Parzuchowski and Marcin Bukowski (SPB Editors-in-
Chief), as well as to the PsychOpen staff for their help and support during the production
process. We also express our gratitude to the reviewers who agreed to share their
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thoughts and comments on this collection. We really appreciate your dedication and your
work under time pressure. We know who you are, and we owe you!

This Festschrift is edited by three of Maria’s former Ph.D. students and a genuine aca‐
demic follower, whose interests have been strongly shaped by her work. Maria – you
taught us well. Thank you.

Funding: Adrian Wojcik was supported by the National Science Centre Grant 2014/15/B/HS6/03738.

Competing Interests: The authors declare no conflicts of interest.

Acknowledgments: The authors have no support to report.

References

Bettencourt, L., Dixon, J., & Castro, P. (2019). Understanding how and why spatial segregation
endures: A systematic review of recent research on intergroup relations at a micro-ecological
scale. Social Psychological Bulletin, 14(2), Article e33482.
https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.33482

Bilewicz, M., Stefaniak, A., Barth, M., Witkowska, M., & Fritsche, I. (2019). The role of control
motivation in Germans’ and Poles’ interest in history. Social Psychological Bulletin, 14(2), Article
e33399. https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.33399

Letki, N., Toruńczyk-Ruiz, S., & Kukołowicz, P. (2019). The effects of neighbourhood disorder on
life satisfaction of ethnic majority and minority group members: Evidence from 12 Central-
Eastern European countries. Social Psychological Bulletin, 14(2), Article e34407.
https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.34407

Lewicka, M. (1988). On objective and subjective anchoring of cognitive acts: How behavioural
valence modifies reasoning schemata. In W. J. Baker, L. P. Mos, H. V. Rappard, & H. J. Stam
(Eds.), Recent trends in theoretical psychology (pp. 285–301).
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4612-3902-4_27

Lewicka, M. (1997). Is hate wiser than love? Cognitive and emotional utilities in decision making.
In R. Ranyard, W. R. Crozier, & O. Svenson (Eds.), Decision making: Cognitive models and
explanations (pp. 90–108). https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203444399

Lewicka, M. (2005). Ways to make people active: The role of place attachment, cultural capital, and
neighborhood ties. Journal of Environmental Psychology, 25(4), 381-395.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2005.10.004

Lewicka, M. (2008). Place attachment, place identity, and place memory: Restoring the forgotten
city past. Journal of Environmental Psychology, 28(3), 209-231.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2008.02.001

Lewicka, M. (2011). Place attachment: How far have we come in the last 40 years? Journal of
Environmental Psychology, 31(3), 207-230. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2010.10.001

Wojcik, Toruńczyk-Ruiz, Wnuk, & Byrka 3

Social Psychological Bulletin | 2569-653X
https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.37842

https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.33482
https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.33399
https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.34407
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4612-3902-4_27
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203444399
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2005.10.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2008.02.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2010.10.001
https://www.psychopen.eu/


Lewicka, M., Czapinski, J., & Peeters, G. (1992). Positive-negative asymmetry or ‘When the heart
needs a reason’. European Journal of Social Psychology, 22(5), 425-434.
https://doi.org/10.1002/ejsp.2420220502

Manca, S., Cerina, V., & Fornara, F. (2019). Residential satisfaction, psychological well-being and
perceived environmental qualities in high- vs. low-humanized residential facilities for the
elderly. Social Psychological Bulletin, 14(2), Article e33570.
https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.33570

Milfont, T. L., Davies, C. L., & Wilson, M. S. (2019). The moral foundations of environmentalism:
Care- and fairness-based morality interact with political liberalism to predict pro-
environmental actions. Social Psychological Bulletin, 14(2), Article e32633.
https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.32633

Prusik, M., Oleksy, T., Wnuk, A., & Kula, A. M. (2019). Attitudes towards places associated with
communism: The role of place attachment and interest in place history. Social Psychological
Bulletin, 14(2), Article e33906. https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.33906

Winiewski, M., & Bulska, D. (2019). Stereotype content as a collective memory of place and its past
intergroup relations. Social Psychological Bulletin, 14(2), Article 33471.
https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.33471

Social Psychological Bulletin is an official journal of the Polish Social
Psychological Society (PSPS).

PsychOpen GOLD is a publishing service by Leibniz Institute for Psychology
Information (ZPID), Germany.

Place, Collective Memory & Environment 4

Social Psychological Bulletin | 2569-653X
https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.37842

https://doi.org/10.1002/ejsp.2420220502
https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.33570
https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.32633
https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.33906
https://doi.org/10.32872/spb.v14i2.33471
https://www.psychopen.eu/

